
Featured Artist

Bonnie Conrad
Bonnie Conrad’s paintings 

are rendered in a tenderly 

romantic, almost impressionistic 

style, expressing her passion 

for color and the changing 

qualities of light.  Conrad strives 

to lift the human spirit through 

her work.  In her words, “I want 

the world to be a finer, lighter, 

brighter place for my having 

painted here.”

Conrad’s road to becoming a professional painter was, at 

times, a challenging one. Although she took her first 

oil painting class in 1973, by 1987 she still found herself 

standing before a beautiful painting saying, “I think I 

could do this if I just had time.”  

Married to a ranch manager, Conrad often had 

to relocate with her husband and their six children, 

putting her artistic dreams on hold.  During this time 

however, she continued to develop her painting style 

in workshops and to visit galleries and museums.  An 

inner voice kept telling her, “How long are you going 

to keep saying ‘I think I could’?”  Her determination 

to paint professionally was finally rewarded when 

she entered her work at the Cody Country National 

Invitational, and was honored with a “Best of Show” 

award. 

After establishing her career as an oil painter, Conrad was 

inspired to take up the pastel medium as well.  Her vibrant, 

colorful pastels quickly gained recognition. Bonnie never lost 

her love of oils though, and began to paint in a new style that 

some mistook for pastels. Today, Conrad is best known for her 

depiction of the Western lifestyle, as well as Native American 

cultures and her lovely studies of female figures.

Whether it’s the sound of a drumbeat, the sense of 

excitement on a child’s face or the heat of the sun and the 

taste of dust on a summer afternoon at the ranch, Conrad 

wants her paintings to evoke an emotional response that 

captures the moment.  

Fine examples of 

Bonnie Conrad’s work 

will be showcased on 

October 2, 2009, at 

a reception at Sorrel 

Sky Gallery from 5-7 

p.m. This is a great 

opportunity to meet 

the artist, and share 

experiences at the 

Durango Cowboy 

Poetry Gather ing 

weekend festivities.

Pen Pals	 Oil 16”x20”

Dad’s Right Hand Man
Oil 12”x9”

Rough Rider	 Oil 16”x20”
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world to be a 
finer, lighter, 
brighter place 
for my having 
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“The notion of magic, drama, romance, shifts in scale, and 
juxtapositions of theme and time are factors in my work—somehow 
magic happens,” Rael-Buckley says.  Deborah Rael-Buckley has won 
Best of Show and Best in Ceramics for her sculpture, Visitation, at 
the annual Contemporary Hispanic Market in Santa Fe.  She is now 
represented at Sorrel Sky Gallery.

As a designer, Elizabeth Showers’ mission is to “empower all women 
to feel beautiful.”  Elizabeth hopes that women will remember that 
each time they wear one of her creations. Elizabeth Showers is new 
to Sorrel Sky Gallery. Fine examples of her work are now yours to 
view and enjoy at our gallery.

Sorrel Sky Gallery was voted one of the top 50 JCK Las Vegas  
Designer Retailers of 2009. Retailers were chosen for excellence in 
marketing designer jewelry.  JCK is the leading producer of trade 
events in the jewelry industry.

Welcome Deborah Rael-Buckley, Contemporary 
Ceramic Sculpture

Elizabeth Showers Now Represented at Sorrel Sky

Sorrel Sky Receives National Recognition  
at the 2009 JCK Convention

Sept 12	 One Man Show Featuring
	 Tom Palmore   
	 Opening Reception, 5–7:30 p.m.

Sept 18	 Fall Gallery Walk, Featuring  
	 Jewelry Artist Toby Pomeroy
	 5–9 p.m.

Oct 2	 Durango Cowboy Poetry  
	 Gathering, Artist Reception, 	
	 Featuring Bonnie Conrad 
	 5–7 p.m. 

Nov 28	 The Collected Short Stories  
	 of Louis L’Amour – Volume 7 	
	 “Frontier Stories”, Book Signing 	
	 with Kathy L’Amour, 12–3 p.m.

Dec 10	 Noel Night, Featuring: 		
	 Jewelry Artists Juan Velasco and 
	 Artie Yellowhorse, 5–9 p.m.

April 2	 Two Woman Show Featuring 	
	 Carrie Fell and Star Liana York
	 Opening Reception, 5–7:30 p.m.


